[The corticosteroid therapy of premature rupture of the fetal membranes].
Antenatal corticosteroids are now administered for the purpose of hastening maturation of the preterm infant's organs and tissues, thus reducing neonatal mortality and the incidence of respiratory distress syndrome (RDS). Our purpose was to determine the efficacy of maternal corticosteroid therapy on fetal maturation in cases with preterm premature rupture of the membranes. The rates of RDS and survival in low birth weight infants treated with corticosteroids is influenced by the duration of the premature rupture of the membranes and the duration of the corticosteroid therapy, as well as by the gestational age.